Institute, Adelaide, Australia, discussed his work on polymeric materials for energy and conducting applications.
The topics covered in the symposium exemplified the diversity of our discipline, including photopolymerisation, advanced characterisation techniques, biomaterials, drug delivery, polymers for bioimaging and biomedical applications, novel synthetic techniques, and industry and innovation.
The six papers published in this special issue of Aust. J. Chem. include a report from plenary speaker Professor Mats Andersson on the 'Stability of Polymer Interlayer Modified ITO Electrodes for Organic Solar Cells'. [1] A highlight paper by invited keynote speaker Professor Christine Luscombe entitled 'Poly(3-hexylthiophene) End-Functionalization via Quenching Resulting in Heteroatom-Bond Formation' illustrates how changing the end-functional groups of P3HT to incorporate chalcogens opens up the opportunity to control and alter interactions with different materials. [2] Two review articles from early career researchers include Dr Katherine Locock's (CSIRO, Melbourne, Australia) review entitled 'Bioinspired Polymers: Antimicrobial Polymethacrylates' which traces the development of the antimicrobial polymethacrylates from the initial mimicry of global cationic and lipophilic AMP properties through to the level of specific amino acids present in the peptides. [3] Dr Luke Connal's (University Melbourne, Australia) 
